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The Transforming Power of
Cultural Rights
A Promising Law and Humanities Approach

Cultural rights promote cultural and scientific creativity. Transformative 
and empowering, they also enable the pursuit of knowledge and 
understanding, thereby working as atrocity prevention tools. The 
Transforming Power of Cultural Rights argues that this gives these rights a 
central role to play in promoting the full human personality and in 
realizing all other human rights. Looking at the work of the UN Special 
Rapporteurs in the field of cultural rights as well as UNESCO’s efforts, 
Helle Porsdam addresses the question of how a universal human rights 
agenda can include a dialogue that recognizes the importance of cultural 
diversity without sliding into cultural relativism. She argues that cultural 
rights offer a useful international arena and discourse in which to explain 
and negotiate cultural meanings when controversies arise. This places 
them at the center of human rights - and at the center of law and 
humanities.
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Advance praise: 'This book is 
original in its focus, current in its 
concerns, provocative in some of 
its approaches and at the same 
time shows very in-depth 
knowledge of the cultural, 
philosophical and legal aspects 
needed to understand the cultural 
rights and their dilemmas. 
Professor Helle Porsdam has 
written the work which we should 
all know in order to continue 
participating in the debate on 
cultural rights.' 
Mikel Mancisidor
Independent expert member of 
the UN Committee on Economic 
Social and Cultural Rights (2013–
20)
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